    
Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #27
                 *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Ellie Baker, (Home); *Glen Hale, (Home); Kenny Baker, (Home); Michelle Chubb, (Charlie/Gail Shertzer’s daughter); Arletta Thomas; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Barbara Lauver; Gerry Wiest; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder, (Leon/Diane Shaffer’s granddaughter); Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Carol Cooper; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Randy Pomeroy; Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Sue Miller; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Deb Perkins; Mike Miller & Dee Hansen, (Gary Miller’s nephew & niece)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                                          [image: image1.emf]


                               July 10, 2022
     Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Pastor Shawn Bentley - Guest Speaker 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
      Valleys new email!  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Pastor Shawn Bentley, Guest Speaker
 Dave Novinger, Liturgist

Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
July 10, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.  (*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude       Lighting of Candles  
Announcements, Call to Worship                       Sue Faust                                  
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    
L:  Jesus is calling you today. Listen! Hear his call in your hearts.
P:  We are so troubled, and we don’t know whether we dare to trust in this call.
L:  Don’t be afraid. Take the step.
P:  But it feels so risky.
L:  Come, place your trust in Jesus; reach out to Him. Jesus is reaching out to you.
P:  Lord, grasp our hands and our hearts. Heal and strengthen us with your love. 
      L:  Come, let us worship together.
 
*Hymn -    “Teach Me Thy Way, O Lord”            Page 395
*Invocation                                                           Liturgist                
Loving God, we come to you today from times that are hectic. We are pulled in many directions. Open our hearts and minds to receive you. Deliver us from the temptation to just give up and flounder in the rough waters of life. Reach out to us with your strength and power and bring us closer to you. In Jesus Name, we pray. Amen.
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Psalm 33:12-22  (Responsively)                (See Insert) Liturgist
New Testament:  Romans10:5-15           (See Insert)    Jan Quinn                                                                        
Hymn -                      “Jesus Calls Us”                    Page 375
Gospel: *Sermon Text:  Matthew 14:22-33 (See Insert)  Carol Knight
Message:                “Jesus Is Calling”       Pastor Shawn Bentley
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)        Liturgist
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn -        “‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus”       Page 350
*Benediction                                                        Liturgist
May God, through his Son Jesus, daily restore and renew his life within you, giving you the courage you need in the face of life’s storms, and grant victory over all that would threaten you; the blessing of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit abide with you now and always. Place your trust in Jesus to keep you safe. Listen for his call and do His will. Go into the world in peace and courage, confident of God’s presence and love for you. Amen.
   
*Extinguishing of candles

  Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”            Liturgist
 Response: “And also with you.”                               Congregation

 “Go now in peace.”                                                  Liturgist


Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today July 10th the Fifth Sunday after Pentecost! Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please use your judgment if you feel unwell, to remain home until you are better. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
WE WELCOME AND THANK Pastor Shawn Bentley for worshipping with us and being our Guest Speaker today July 10th! 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
                             CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
July 10 -  9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

               Guest Speaker - Pastor Shawn Bentley

July 12 - 5:30-6:30PM - “Free Community Meal Take Out - 
July 17 -  9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -
               Sue Miller, Lay Speaker
July 20 - 7:00PM - Council Meeting
July 24 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

               Speaker to be announced

FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday July 12, 2022, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Spaghetti & Meatballs, Italian bread, salad (Choice of French or Ranch or Italian dressing), fruit salad, dessert (Choice of Choc cake w/PB or Choc cake w/white or Yellow cake w/white or Yellow cake w/choc). Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.

FILL THE BUS FOR KIDS! Items are being collected inside Elizabethville Wal-Mart or school bus in parking lot from 9AM-6PM on July 14th, 15th, and 16th. Volunteers are needed to assist 3-hour shifts during the collection times. ITEMS NEEDED: Walmart & Smart Style (Walmart’s Salon) gift cards, Backpacks, 3 ring binders, file folders, notebooks, paper, Crayons, pencils, pens, highlighters, rulers, markers, scissors, glue; New or gently used school clothing. See Ed Dobbin if you can volunteer a few hours for “Fill the Bus”!
LAY READERS: July 10 - Jan Quinn, Carol Knight; July 17 - Norine Goss, Scott Miller; July 24 - Doris Hand, Ed Dobbin; July 31 -Theresa Miller, Dave Novinger.  If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: July 10- Ed Dobbin; July 17 - Marie Herb; July 24 - Sharon Fetterhoff; July 31 - Ed & Peggy Berra.  If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.
   1ST SCRIPTURE READING - Psalm 33:12-22 (Responsive) (NLT)
12 What joy for the nation whose God is the Lord,
    whose people he has chosen as his inheritance.
13 The Lord looks down from heaven
    and sees the whole human race.
14 From his throne he observes all who live on the earth.
15 He made their hearts, so he understands everything they do.
18 But the Lord watches over those who fear him,
    those who rely on his unfailing love.
19 He rescues them from death
    and keeps them alive in times of famine.
20 We put our hope in the Lord. He is our help and our shield.
21 In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name.
22 Let your unfailing love surround us, Lord,
    for our hope is in you alone.
 2ND Reading-New Testament - Romans 10:5-15 (NLT)
5 For Moses writes that the law’s way of making a person right with God requires obedience to all of its commands. 6 But faith’s way of getting right with God says, “Don’t say in your heart, ‘Who will go up to heaven?’ (to bring Christ down to earth).

7 And don’t say, ‘Who will go down to the place of the dead?’ (to bring Christ back to life again).” 8 In fact, it says, “The message is very close at hand; it is on your lips and in your heart.” And that message is the very message about faith that we preach: 9 If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by openly declaring your faith that you are saved. 11 As the Scriptures tell us, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be disgraced.” 12 Jew and Gentile are the same in this respect. They have the same Lord, who gives generously to all who call on him. 13 For “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 14 But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them? 15 And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? That is why the Scriptures say, “How beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring good news!”
3RD Reading - Gospel *Sermon Text- Matthew 14:22-33 (NLT)
22 Immediately after this, Jesus insisted that his disciples get back into the boat and cross to the other side of the lake, while he sent the people home. 23 After sending them home, he went up into the hills by himself to pray. Night fell while he was there alone. 24 Meanwhile, the disciples were in trouble far away from land, for a strong wind had risen, and they were fighting heavy waves. 25 About three o’clock in the morning Jesus came toward them, walking on the water. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the water, they were terrified. In their fear, they cried out, “It’s a ghost!” 27 But Jesus spoke to them at once. “Don’t be afraid,” he said. “Take courage. I am here!” 28 Then Peter called to him, “Lord, if it’s really you, tell me to come to you, walking on the water.” 29 “Yes, come,” Jesus said. So Peter went over the side of the boat and walked on the water toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the strong wind and the waves, he was terrified and began to sink. “Save me, Lord!” he shouted. 31 Jesus immediately reached out and grabbed him. “You have so little faith,” Jesus said. “Why did you doubt me?” 32 When they climbed back into the boat, the wind stopped. 33 Then the disciples worshiped him. “You really are the Son of God!” they exclaimed.
Reader: “The Word of God for the people of God.”
People: “Praise be to God!”
______________________________________________________________________________
MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back to School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
GUEST SPEAKERS;
    July 10 - Pastor Shawn Bentley

    July 17 - Sue Miller

    July 24 - To be announced

    July 31 - To be announced
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

1st Hymn:  “Teach Me Thy Way, O Lord”(Page 395 Red Hymnal) 

Benjamin Mansell Ramsey   (Camacha)  Public Domain
CCLI Song # 3181258 CLI License # 2572107

Verse 1   Teach me Thy Way O Lord
Teach me Thy Way
Thy guiding grace afford
Teach me Thy Way
Help me to walk aright
More by faith less by sight
Lead me with heav'nly light
Teach me Thy Way
Verse 2    When I am sad at heart
Teach me Thy Way
When earthly joys depart
Teach me Thy Way
In hours of loneliness
In times of dire distress
In failure or success
Teach me Thy Way
Verse 3     When doubts and fears arise
Teach me Thy Way
When storms o'erspread the skies
Teach me Thy Way
Shine through the cloud and rain
Through sorrow toil and pain
Make Thou my pathway plain
Teach me Thy Way
Verse 4    Long as my life shall last
Teach me Thy Way
Where'er my lot be cast
Teach me Thy Way
Until the race is run
Until the journey's done
Until the crown is won
Teach me Thy Way
Link to hymn “Teach Me Thy Way, O Lord” (Pg. 395)
https://youtu.be/giKmU-Bx2sQ?t=1 
History of Hymn: “’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus” (Pg. 350):

   "'Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus" is a Christian hymn with music by William J. Kirkpatrick and lyrics by Louisa M. R. Stead. The lyrics were written in 1882. They appeared in Stead's Songs of Triumph.

    “’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus" harkens to the joy that can be found having faith in God! Although its author, Louisa M. R. Stead, experienced the terrible loss of her husband she found resolution in her relationship with God. Through the creation of this hymn, she helped many people deal with similar tragedy in their own life by encouraging them to trust in Jesus.

    According to the story: It was a beautiful sunny day. Louisa M. Stead, her husband, and her daughter Lily decided to go for a picnic. They went picnicking on Long Island Sound. While having their picnic, the Steads heard a scream. It was from a young boy. Mr. Stead ran to the rescue. Louisa Stead and young Lily watched helplessly as Mr. Stead and the boy drowned. Their troubles were not over yet, however, and without her husband, Mrs. Stead became very poor and destitute. Yet God never left her. He provided for her always and she and her daughter made it through. Louisa learned to trust God, and thus the words to the song 'Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus.' Shortly after this incident, Louisa and her daughter Lily moved to South Africa where they became missionaries. The song is included in many hymnals and has been recorded by many artists.

History of hymn “Jesus Calls Us” (Pg. 375)
   Cecil Francis Hymphreys (1818-1895), one of the most beloved hymn writers of the nineteenth century, was born in Redcross, County Wicklow, Ireland, she married William Alexander. She authored more than four hundred hymns - most of which were written for children before she was married. The language of “Jesus Calls Us”, her best known hymn for adults, is direct and well-crafted to express the calling of the disciples.      

   She composed the text soon after her marriage. It is one of the finest hymns on Christian discipleship and commitment. The Matthew text focuses on the calling of the fishermen, Andrew and Peter. In stanza 1, the image of “life’s wild, restless sea” - an allusion to Matthew 14:24 - is a metaphor drawn from the apostles’ experience who, as fishermen, were always subject to the peril of sudden storms. In contrast to the harsh sea, the “sweet voice” of Christ invites the fishermen-indeed all people-to follow him. There are several tunes for the text. The one most people know is “Galilee” by the Englishman William Herbert Jude (1851-1922, he born at Westleton, Suffolk, England). Jude was a musical prodigy, an organist considered among the most brilliant of his day.

2nd Hymn: “Jesus Calls Us” (Galilee)  (Page 375 Red Hymnal)
Cecil Frances Humphreys Alexander | William Herbert Jude Public Domain

CCLI Song # 68900 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  Jesus calls us o'er the tumult
Of our life's wild restless sea
Day by day His sweet voice soundeth
Saying Christian follow Me
Verse 2   Jesus calls us from the worship
Of the vain world's golden store
From each idol that would keep us
Saying Christian love Me more
Verse 3   In our joys and in our sorrows
Days of toil and hours of ease
Still He calls in cares and pleasures
Christian love Me more than these
Verse 4   Jesus calls us by Thy mercies
Saviour may we hear Thy call
Give our hearts to Thine obedience
Serve and love Thee best of all
Link to hymn “Jesus Calls Us” (Pg. 375)

https://youtu.be/GdGe-spEHJ4?t=1 

History of hymn “Teach Me Thy Way, O Lord” (Pg. 395)
    Benjamin Mansell Ramsey wrote the text for "Teach Me Thy Way, O Lord" based on Psalm 27:11 and several additional Scripture verses.  He is best known for the hymn tune, “Camacha” which he composed and the text he wrote for “Teach Me Thy Way, O Lord” in 1919.

     Benjamin Mansell Ramsey (1849 - 1923) was an English organist and amateur composer.  He also was a well-known music teacher near Bournemouth, England.  Mr. Ramsey composed songs, piano pieces, and carols.  He also wrote works on music theory.  Mr. Ramsey also conducted an amateur orchestra in the 1880s, and was involved in establishing the Bournemouth Municipal Orchestra in 1893.  

3rd Hymn: “’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus”  (Page 350  Red hymnal)                                                            Louisa M. R. Stead | William James Kirkpatrick   TRUST IN JESUS Public Domain
          CCLI Song # 22609  CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  'Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus
Just to take Him at His word
Just to rest upon His promise
Just to know thus saith the Lord  
Chorus

Chorus     Jesus Jesus how I trust Him
How I've proved Him o'er and o'er
Jesus Jesus precious Jesus
O for grace to trust Him more         
Chorus

Verse 2   O how sweet to trust in Jesus
Just to trust His cleansing blood
Just in simple faith to plunge me
'Neath the healing cleansing flood 
Chorus

Verse 3    Yes 'tis sweet to trust in Jesus
Just from sin and self to cease
Just from Jesus simply taking
Life and rest and joy and peace   
Chorus

Verse 4    I'm so glad I learned to trust Thee
Precious Jesus Savior Friend
And I know that Thou art with me
Wilt be with me to the end         
Chorus
Links for Hymn: “ ‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus” (Pg 350):
https://youtu.be/GQZd_zqc9T0?t=6   (with singing)
https://youtu.be/u9RjhdP5pes?t=1 

Attendance: 
In-person worship for July 3 was 31. 
Face book views for July 3 as of July 6 were 36.
Face Book views for June 26 as of July 6 were 60.
 “Free” Back-to-School Yard Sale Friday August 12th (10:00AM to 7:00PM) and Saturday August 13th (10:00AM to 2:00PM) will be held at the HALIFAX AREA HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA.

Donations of CLEAN, GENTLY USED OR NEW CLOTHING (NO torn or stained clothing please!) for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade, school supplies - book bags, crayons, colored pencils, mechanical pencils, cap erasers (to fit on pencils), rulers, vinyl protractor (no compass), tablets, composition books, notebooks, pencil bags or boxes, and tissues will be accepted in July and August.  Deadline for donations is Monday, August 8. 

Donation boxes will be at Valleys ECC and Halifax Area High School, Middle School and Elementary School offices.
   Helpers are needed to help move clothing, etc, sort clothing from August 6th to August 15th. Helpers are also needed during the Back-to-School Yard Sale on Aug. 12th and 13th.   
      Clothing racks are also needed. Please call the church office if you have a rack to lend for the yard sale. (We will need them from beginning of August until after the yard sale.)

We are also accepting monetary donations. Please mark any monetary donations “Back-to-School Program” or you may sponsor a child ($50 donation) for “First Day Fresh Impressions”. 
      If you are interested in helping, please see Ed Dobbin or call the church office, 717-896-3118.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #27           July 10, 2022     “Jesus Is Calling”

                                      Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
This Sunday Pastor Shawn Bentley is our Guest Speaker. This devotional is an interpretation of the sermon he will preach. We pray this devotional will be meaningful to you. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship: 

L: Jesus is calling you today. Listen! Hear his call in your hearts.

P: We are so troubled, and we don’t know whether we dare to trust in this call.
L: Don’t be afraid. Take the step.

P: But it feels so risky.

L: Come, place your trust in Jesus; reach out to Him. Jesus is reaching out to you.

P: Lord, grasp our hands and our hearts. Heal and strengthen us with your love.
L: Come, let us worship together.

Invocation:  

Loving God, we come to you today from times that are hectic. We are pulled in many directions. Open our hearts and minds to receive you. Deliver us from the temptation to just give up and flounder in the rough waters of life. Reach out to us with your strength and power and bring us closer to you. In Jesus Name, we pray. Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Responsive: Psalm 33:12-22

N. Testament: Romans 10:5-15

*Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33

Meditation: “Jesus Is Calling”


I don’t remember exactly how old I was, maybe 7 or 8 years old. My family and my aunts, uncles and cousins were having a picnic along a creek on a warm summer day. All the kids were playing and swimming in the creek having a good time when suddenly I stepped into a deep hole in the water and water was way over my head. I didn’t really know how to swim, I dog-paddled a bit but I was in trouble and on the verge of drowning! Luckily my cousin, same age as me, saw that I was in trouble and came to help me. Of course by this time I was in full panic and I nearly drowned both of us. Somehow she got me out of the hole and we walked to the shore.  I was very lucky that day that my cousin saw me and came to my rescue.  I didn’t walk on water that day but there was another time when my husband and I were at the same creek swimming that I might have walked on water for a few seconds (just a bit). My husband had gotten out of the water to check the time and when he turned back to come into the creek again, he had an unusual look on his face and he said to come out of the water. I asked him what was wrong, he was sort of looking beyond me, and when I turned around to look behind me, I found out why he wanted me to come out. A big black snake was swimming right toward me!! Actually, the snake was probably just swimming toward the shore, at least that’s what my husband said later. Let’s just say I was out of the water in about five seconds flat so I might have walked on water. The snake turned away in another direction. That was the end of swimming in the creek for me! 


When I learned what the scripture and sermon title is for this Sunday, I immediately thought of the hymn “Jesus Calls Us” by Mrs. Cecil Francis Hymphreys Alexander. The first line “Jesus calls us o’er the tumult of our life’s wild, restless sea” seemed like a perfect hymn to sing.  In this week’s Gospel reading Matthew 14:22-33, Jesus does call to his disciples in the midst of a wild and restless sea, but he’s not calling them away from the storm. He tells the disciples to get into the boat and leave him alone with the crowds. This is right after the feeding of the 5,000 men and probably twice as many women and children in Matthew 14:21 after they had followed Jesus.


Jesus retreats to the mountain after sending the people away and after he commands his disciples to go to the other side of the sea. The mountain in Matthew’s Gospel is a place for encountering God and hearing the proclamation of God’s glorious kingdom. Just like Moses, Jesus climbs alone to a mountain for his rendezvous with the Father and proves that he is both the leader of crowds and the intercessor to God. Jesus stays on the mountain to pray, while Jesus is alone talking with the Father, the disciples find themselves in a life-threatening situation as a huge storm suddenly comes up. The disciples are about 3 or 4 miles from shore, which put them in about the middle of the sea, the sea is about 13 miles long and 8 miles wide.  The disciples are in a small boat, far from shore, in a storm which can be very frightening; neither Matthew nor John tell us the disciples are afraid of the storm. They are experienced fishermen and have probably been out in a storm before.  This situation is like Jesus calming of the sea in Matthew 8:23-27 where Jesus was asleep in the boat with the disciples during a storm and waves covered the boat. They cried out “Save us, Lord, we are perishing” (8:25). Jesus asks them “Why are you afraid, O men of little faith?” Then he calms the sea and wind and the disciples marvel, “What sort of man is this, that even the winds and sea obey him? (8:27) In this week’s passage, they can’t wake Jesus because Jesus isn’t with them in the boat.


The disciples have been struggling to keep the boat afloat for awhile. Verse 25 says in the early morning hours, when it is still dark (3:00 to 6:00 a.m.) Jesus decides to come to them in the middle of the sea. The disciples don’t initially recognize Jesus during all the confusion and stormy sea. Remember they are exhausted from battling the wind and waves for many hours, especially since they have been awake for many hours, (it is exhausting work to keep a small boat bailed and on course in the middle of the sea during a terrible storm). They are probably so tired and about ready to give up when Jesus reveals himself to them.


With the roar of the waves and the sea drenching their boat, they think the Lord of creation is a ghost, it was not too unusual to think that since the common opinion of the sea at that time could be seen as the place of evil and death. After all, with waves and wind attacking them, it might seem as if evil is coming toward them. Verse 27 Jesus says, “Don’t be afraid, take courage, I am here!” In Matthew 1:23, Matthew has identified Jesus as Emmanuel-God with us –  and this story reinforces that role. At the time of the writing of this Gospel, Matthew’s church is weathering a storm of persecution. These Christians aren’t in rebellion, but they are faithfully serving God. The story of the disciples at sea mirrors the situation of Matthew’s church exactly. It holds a promise that Jesus comes to Christians in the middle of the storm – the storm doesn’t hold the upper hand – Jesus is present with us in the storm and redeems us from the storm.


Augustine comments: “The ship which carries the disciples (the church) is tossed and shaken by the tempests of temptation; and the contrary wind (the devil her adversary) does not rest but stives to hinder her (the church) from arriving at rest. But greater is ‘He who maketh intercession for us’” (quoted in Gardner, 232). This story reassures Matthew’s church that even in the midst of persecution, they need not fear - Jesus is present with them. It offers the same reassurance to us in times of illness, death, persecution, or other troubles. It prepares us for times when things are going badly – or going well.


The storms of life can be a blessing. When things are going badly, our hearts are more receptive to Jesus. A broken heart is often a door that Jesus can find entry. He still comes to us in the middle of our trouble saying, “Don’t be afraid, take courage, I am here!” 


Matthew14:28-31- Peter calls to Jesus, “Lord, if it’s really you, tell me to come to you, walking on the water.” Matthew is the only Gospel that tells this story of Peter and Jesus. The story of Peter, an impulsive, sometimes reckless man whose impulse is not matched by his stability. Like a seed sown on rocky soil, he sprouts quickly but dies back just as quickly. He leaps before he looks, suddenly becomes aware of his peril, and then falters. When Peter sees the resurrected Jesus, he will be transformed and will stop being so reckless and start being a rock as his name suggests.


It is Peter, a man, testing God when he says, “Lord, if it’s really you,” echoing the devil’s tempting, “If you are the Son of God” (Matt. 4:3, 6). When Peter says, “command me to come to you on the water” (Matt, 4:3, 6), he echoes the devil’s challenge, “command that these stones become bread” (4:3). It is the story of Peter (the disciple) telling Jesus (the master) what to do. However, Peter the disciple asks permission from the master, Peter asks for a command, and acts only when the master gives the command. It is a bridge story between the despair of the fearful disciples of verse 26 and the faith of the worshipful disciples of verse 32. In a larger sense, it’s a story of Matthew’s church, fearful and confused, looking for something to grasp during suffering. In the largest sense, it is the story of every Christian – our story too – as we move back and forth between doubt and faith – sometimes focused on the storm and sometimes focused on Jesus.


Verse 29 – Peter hears Jesus say, “Yes Come” and steps out of the boat and walks on the water toward Jesus. For Peter this is a moment of both weakness and strength. He doubts but wants to believe. He fears but steps out of the boat into the storm anyway. Verse 30-31 – Peter cries out, “Lord, save me!” – expressing faith even through his fear. We don’t know how far Peter walks but when he falters, he is close enough to Jesus that Jesus can reach out and grab him. Jesus says, “You have so little faith, why did you doubt me?” This is the only place that Jesus applies “you of little faith” to one disciple instead of the whole group. But Jesus saves Peter first then rebukes him.


Verse 32-33 - Peter and Jesus then get in the boat and the wind ceased. Just as Jesus has Godly power over the water, he also has Godly power over the wind. To the point that this is a parable of Matthew’s church, the stilled wind stands as a promise that persecution will eventually cease. The disciples worshipped Jesus, exclaiming, “You really are the Son of God!”


Keep your eyes on Jesus! When we stop looking to Jesus we quickly sink. When we take our eyes off Jesus, temptations and storms of life overwhelm us and we forget who is in control of our lives.  


When we encounter Jesus, we should worship him. Matthew intentionally highlights this moment because that’s the point. This story isn’t just about Peter and his faith or lack thereof. In the end it’s about the power of Jesus.


Our response to Jesus should be the same as the disciples. When we encounter him, it should bring us to a place of worship. It should remind us of who we are and who he is.


God wants to tell an incredible story through our lives. He wants to do things in us and through us that we can’t even imagine. God has some walk on water moments for us. God wants us to take a risk, to not play it safe just as Peter took a risk. As Peter found out Jesus is with us always and in us.


Listen for Jesus calling out to you when he says “Come.” Amen.

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Let us pray together:

Heavenly Father, we give you praises and thank you for sending Jesus to save us. We wait too long to reach out to you sometimes when life gets crazy. We thank you for always being ready to catch us when we falter. We are ok with the smooth times when all is well, but we don’t deal well with problems that life sometimes gives us, especially when things get rough. Like Peter we cry out, “Lord, save me!” Help us place our trust in you during these rough times. You call to us to reach out, to take our focus off our own panic and place our trust in your love. You ask us to reach out to others with the same kind of love and compassion that you have given to us. Today we come to you with burdens, fears, worries. We pray for friends and family who are dealing with illnesses. Be with us and guide our lives, give us courage and hope, strengthen us to truly be your disciples. We pray these things in the name of Jesus our Savior who taught us to pray, “Our Father . . . Amen. 
Benediction:

May God, through his Son Jesus, daily restore and renew his life within you, giving you the courage you need in the face of life’s storms, and grant victory over all that would threaten you; the blessing of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit abide with you now and always. Place your trust in Jesus to keep you safe. Listen for his call and do His will. Go into the world in peace and courage, confident of God’s presence and love for you. Amen.
